


Genesis 28:10-22 ESV

* Jacob is fleeing from his brother Esau & traveling to Haran.

* While sleeping with a stone for a pillow, Jacob dreams of a
ladder (or stairway) reaching from earth to heaven, with
angels ascending & descending on it.

* Jesus appears & reaffirms the Abrahamic covenant—
promising Jacob land, descendants as numerous as the
dust & that all nations will be blessed through his
offspring.




Genesis 28:10-22 ESV

* He awakens in awe, declaring, “Surely the Lord is in this
place, and | did not know it.”

* He names the place Bethel (“House of God”).

* He sets up the stone as a pillar, anoints it with oil & makes
a vow to serve God if God protects & provides for him.




Genesis 32:22-31 ESV

* Years later, Jacob is returning to face Esau & is filled with

fear.

* Alone at night, Jacob wrestles with a mysterious “man”
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Genesis 32:22-31 ESV

* Jacob’s name is changed to Israel, meaning “he strives
with God,” symbolizing a new identity & spiritual maturity.

* Jacob names the place Peniel (“face of God”), saying, “I
have seen God face to face & yet my life has been
delivered.”

* He walks away limping - a physical reminder of his divine
encounter.




The Point

God graciously wrestles with us to bring us to the end of
ourselves, so we can surrender and be transformed by His
grace.




B0D'S RELENTLESS

PURSUIT




God’s Relentless Pursuit

* Jacob did nothing to earn God's blessing, yet God
appeared to him with a promise of land, descendants &
His presence.

* God’s grace always comes first - long before our

O
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nedience or surrender, God reaches out to us.

nere’s no one too far gone for God; Jacob was a

deceiver, a manipulator & a runner, yet God still pursued
him.




God’s Relentless Pursuit

* God invites us into relationship, not religious
performance - Jacob built altars & tithed before he truly
surrendered.

* Jesus is the ladder in Jacob’s dream, connecting heaven
& earth & showing that God comes down to save, not
waits for us to climb up.







Surrender

* God will wrestle with us to get our attention - sometimes
through trials, sometimes through silence, but always
with love.

* Jacob wrestled all night with a man who was more than
a man - a foreshadowing of Jesus (a Christophany).

* When Jacob confessed his name (“deceiver”), he
acknowledged who he had been - this was his turning
point.




Surrender

* God changed his name to Israel, meaning “one who
wrestles with God,” showing a new identity born from
orokenness & surrender.

* Jacob walked away limping, forever marked by his
encounter with God - true encounters with God always
leave a change.







Jesus Changes Everything

 After his surrender, Jacob no longer ran - he reconciled

with Esau, see

King peace instead of hiding in fear.

e Jacob returned

to Bethel, the place of his first encounter

with God & renewed his worship & devotion.

* He buried his idols, putting to death the false gods he
had gathered along the way - true surrender leads to

repentance.




Jesus Changes Everything

* He worshiped & offered sacrifices, showing a heart now
fully devoted to the Lord rather than bargaining with
Him.

* Our past does not define us - God gives us a new name,
a new future & a testimony of grace that glorifies Him.




Practical Application

 Stop trying to make deals with God - trust Him fully with your
life.

* True victory comes through surrender.

* Remember your scars are a testimony of what God has brought
you through.

* Return to the moments where you encountered God &
recommit.

* Let go of your idols - anything that competes with God in your
heart needs to be buried.




Discussion Questions

* In what ways have you experienced God’s pursuit in your
own life?

* Are there areas where you’re still wrestling with God?

* How has your relationship with God changed over the
years?

* What “idols” or distractions have you had to let go of to
grow spiritually?

* How do your “limps” or past struggles now serve as a
testimony of God’s grace?
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