ADVENT READING

16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son,
that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal
life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn

the world, but to save the world through him. 18 Whoever
believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe
stands condemned already because they have not believed in
the name of God’s one and only Son. 19 This is the verdict: Light
has come into the world, but people loved darkness instead of
light because their deeds were evil. 20 Everyone who does evil
hates the light, and will not come into the light for fear that their
deeds will be exposed. 21 But whoever lives by the truth comes
into the light, so that it may be seen plainly that what they have
done has been done in the sight of God. (John 3:16-20 NIV)

SCRIPTURE READING (CONT.)

14 When Abram heard that his relative had been taken captive,
he called out the 318 trained men born in his household and
went in pursuit as far as Dan. 15 During the night Abram divided
his men to attack them and he routed them, pursuing them as
far as Hobah, north of Damascus. 16 He recovered all the goods
and brought back his relative Lot and his possessions, together
with the women and the other people. 17 After Abram returned
from defeating Kedorlaomer and the kings allied with him, the
king of Sodom came out to meet him in the Valley of Shaveh
(that is, the King’s Valley). 18 Then Melchizedek king of Salem
brought out bread and wine. He was priest of God Most High, 19
and he blessed Abram, saying, “Blessed be Abram by God Most
High, Creator of heaven and earth. 20 And praise be to God Most
High, who delivered your enemies into your hand.” Then Abram
gave him a tenth of everything. (Genesis 14:14-20 NIV)
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In rescuing Lot from slavery, Abram
demonstrates the kind of courageous faith
that every believer should demonstrate in

service to our Lord and King, Jesus.
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QUESTION

How do you respond when you see your fellow
believers forsaking God’s promises for the
treasures of this world?

12 Abram lived in the land of Canaan, while Lot
lived among the cities of the plain and pitched
his tents near Sodom. 13 Now the people of
Sodom were wicked and were sinning greatly
against the Lord. (Genesis 13:12-13 NIV)

8 Then the king of Sodom, the king of Gomorrah,
the king of Admah, the king of Zeboyim and the
king of Bela (that is, Zoar) marched out and drew
up their battle lines in the Valley of Siddim 9
against Kedorlaomer king of Elam, Tidal king of
Goyim, Amraphel king of Shinar and Arioch king
of Ellasar—four kings against five. 10 Now the
Valley of Siddim was full of tar pits, and when
the kings of Sodom and Gomorrah fled, some of
the men fell into them and the rest fled to the
hills. 11 The four kings seized all the goods of
Sodom and Gomorrah and all their food; then
they went away. 12 They also carried off Abram’s
nephew Lot and his possessions, since he was
living in Sodom. 13 A man who had escaped
came and reported this to Abram the Hebrew.
Now Abram was living near the great trees of
Mamre the Amorite, a brother of Eshkol and
Aner, all of whom were allied with Abram.
(Genesis 14:8-13 NIV)



